SUMMARY An infant with chronic cytomegalovirus hepatitis and a child with atypical Alagille's syndrome had vitamin D deficiency rickets due to malabsorption. Both received ultraviolet irradiation. This treatment corrected biochemical abnormalities and healed the rickets. In the infant use of a sunlamp at home maintained normal 25 hydroxyvitamin D for over a year. Our study shows that ultraviolet irradiation is an effective treatment of hepatobiliary rickets.
Vitamin D deficiency rickets is a common complication of chronic hepatobiliary disease in children. ' There appears to be a widespread belief among mothers and some health workers that casein based feeds are in some way more 'satisfying' and so a switch to them in crying, unsettled babies or in infants who have various digestive symptoms such as colic, wind, vomiting, or posseting is not unusual. There may even be a notion that switching to a formula perceived as 'stronger' in some ways indicates progress by the baby. It has recently been suggested that parents may be 'voting with their mouths' in switching from whey to casein based formulas and that perhaps maternity units should 'drop their emphasis on whey dominant milks that
